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T HE history of the Jews, since the 
death of our Saviour, affords strong evi- 
dence of the truth of our religion. If 
not so replete with instances of the 
miraculous manifestation of the Deity 
as the preceding history of this people, 
it is yet scarcely less valuable on several 
considerations; from the living testi- 
mony which it has always afforded to ; 
Christians of the authenticity of the 
sacred scriptures; from its containing 
many circumstances which had been 
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foretold either by our Saviour, or by 
other prophets; and from the proofs 
that may be drawn from it in confuta- 
tion of the opinion maintained by the 
present teachers amon gst the Jews, that 
the Messiah is yet to be expected. It 
may be considered too, as no inconsider- 
able argument in favour of Christianity, 
that it has withstood the test of oppo- 
sition from such powerful adversaries as 
the Jews must have been, particularly 


at its first propagation. — Had they re- 


ceived our Saviour as their Messiah, and 


embraced and propagated his doArines, 


we should perhaps have received them 
with reverence in consideration of their 
intrinsic excellence, and of their having 


been transmitted to us from a nation 
whose records appeared to have better 


claims to authenticity than those of any 
other nation. But we could not have 
felt that full confidence in them, which 


we now feel in a religion that from the 


first has contended with the most deter- 
mined opposition from those, who must 


THE 
have had the best opportunity of know- 
ing every argument that could have been 
opposed to it; a religion, which from 
its first rise has been criticised in every 
part by the most severe, and at the same 


time, the best qualified adversaries, and 


which is now greatly confirmed by the 
reluctant and forced concessions of its 
most prejudiced enemies. Our satis- 
faction of its truth is thus rendered 
more full and complete, than if there 
had not been the same difficulties at- 
tending its propagation. Had the dis- 


belief of the Jews been of no other 


sService to Christianity than this of 
having supplied from the first a per- 
severing and able opposition — far be it 
from me to determine what degree of 
general good can require at the throne 
of Justice the rejection and ruin of a 
numerous people; but, perhaps, the bles- 
sings which the world now enjoys in 
Christianity, and the greater which are 
yet to be expected, after a more general 
mne of it shall have been granted, 
e | 


Ul | e 0 4 I 
MxM could not hn been d upon easier 


Wl | terms than the 9 of one * : 
Wl | for many. 


1 'T he subsistence of the Jews at pre- 
sent makes it impossible for any one to 
pretend that the scriptures of the Old 
Testament, which are read constantly in 
their sy nagogues, and so frequently ap- 
pealed to by Christ and his apostles, 
should be forgeries of the Christians. 
Had the Jews been entirely extirpated 
* at the time their city was destroyed, we 
| might even have been inclined to ques- 
tion the former existence of such a peo- 
| ple; their history, perhaps, perplexed 
with the traditions. of the Rabbis, or not 
preserved with that care with which the, 
Jews have always guarded it; and speak- 
ing of institutions of which no ancient 
5 or modern example had been known, 
| might have been classed with the ſabu- 
| lous and miraculous tales which com- 
1 mence the histories of most other nations. 
i It is remarkable that men who, in every 
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other subject, will give their full assent 
to probable or reasonable testimony, in 
matters of religion require almost de- 
monstration before they will be con- 
vinced. The superstitious credulity of 
a barbarous age is succeeded in a more 
advanced state of society by scepticism f 
and infidelity. Could we reasonably 
have discredited the Jewish institutions 
upon the same authority on which we 
are ready to believe those of Greece, of 
Rome, of Egypt? Perhaps justly we 
could not; but had no living testimony 
remained to convince us, we should 
perhaps have been here unjust enough! 
to have done so. Let it be considered, 

that even such doubts have been enter- 
tained upon the subject; that the scrip- 
tures have been suspected of being for- 
geries, and their relations fabulous, 
notwithstanding all the visible nn we 
have remaining of the contrary. 5 


The state and fortunes of the Jews 
ince the death of our Saviour afford a 
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strong argument for the truth of Chris- 


tianity, from the many circumstances 


found in them corresponding with pro- 


phecies met with both in the Old and 


New Testament. The rejection and 
dispersion of the Jews which happened 


soon after that time, and has continued 


uninterrupted to the present, and which 
had been repeatedly foretold both by 
Christ himself and by other prophets, 

| : deserve our first and most particular 
notice. — Our Saviour evidently repre- 
sents the fate of this people in several 
parables. In that one given of the fig- 


tree, which is ordered to be cut down 


for bearing no fruit ; and of the vine- 


yard, which was taken from the hus- 
bandmen who had proved unfaithful and 


given to others; and indeed in several 


that might be enumerated, is evidently 8 


implied the rejection and sufferings of 
| the Jews. 1516 Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for me, but weep for your- 
selves and for your children.“ Our 


Lord certainly foresaw some great cala 


Cr) 
mity coming upon those to whom he 
addressed these words; and in other 
passages he more distinctly points out 


forewarns them to expect. Behold, your 


house is left unto you desolate (Matt.) 
2 Again Let them which are in J udea 


flee to the mountains, and let them 
which are in the midst of it depart out, 


and let not them that are in the county 
enter therein; for these be the days of 


vengeance . — There shall be great dis- 


tress in the land, and much wrath upon 
this people; and they shall fall by the 


edge of the sword and be led away 
captive into all nations; and Jerusalem 


shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 


until the time of the Gentiles be ful- 


filled.” — These prophecies of our Sa- 


viour have been remarkably and punctu- _ 
ally fulfilled in what has since befallen 
the Jews. 8 : 


1 If we examine the Old Testament, we 
Shall there find passages relative to the 


(8) 


same events, not less strongly expressed 


or less remarkably corresponding to 


What has happened. Even 80 early as 
at the time of Moses, we find mention 
made of a prophet whom God would 


raise up among his people; who are 


threatened with vengeance in case of 
their disregarding him. Whosoever 
will not hearken unto my words which 
he shall speak in my name, I will re- 
 quire it of him.” (Deut.) Jacob fore- 


telling the future condition of his poste- 


rity, says of Judah, © The sceptre shal! 


not depart from him, nor the lawgiver 


from between his feet, until Shiloh 


come.“ (Gen.) We know that Judah, 
or that the Jews of whom the tribe of 


Judah was the most numerous part, re- 
tained (with a short interruption) the 


judicial and legislative authority, or was 
a sovereign and independent people till 
the time of Christ; soon after which 


they fell under the power of the Romans 


and lost entirely, not only their inde- 


pendence, but their existence as a nation. 
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The sceptre which then departed from 5 
them has never been recovered, and 
their state since that period wonderfully 
testifies the divine inspiration with which 
the patriarch spoke. — Miracles are the 
only satisfactory evidence which can 
be given of the divine authority of a 
religion, and of miracles prophecy is, 
perhaps, the most wonderful and the 
most convincing. Circumstantial cor- 
respondence is necessary to give this 
mo proper weight, which is greatly in- 
creased when the time is considerable 
which intervenes between the predic-_ 
tion and the event. Another circum- 
Stance, which increases the value of this 
sort of evidence is, where the event and 
prophecy are related by different his- 


torians, when they are to be brought 


together from the scattered accounts of 
different authors, or yet most particu- 
larly when we can ourselves witness, 


in the present. state of things, a cor- 

respondence with prophecies early deli- 

vered. In the history of the Jews, 
mm n 
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since our Saviour's death, we find pre- 
_ ditions fulfilled with all the circum- 
stances of proof here mentioned. The 
most remarkable of these has already 
been noticed, the dispersion and perse- 
cution of this unhappy people, which 


had long been foretold, and of which 


we daily witness the truth without de- 
pending — the N of Mute; 
for the fact. 


Other "ONES which have befallen this 


people since the time of our Saviour, 
- wonderfully correspond with what had 

been predicted by different prophets 
both under the ancient law and Yong 


the Christian preachers. 


- "The circumstances of the destruction 


4 their city, related by one“ whose 
prejudices would have led him, if pos- 
, sible, to have pointed out a disagree- 
ment with what had been foretold, 


correspond Fo minutely with a pro- 


phecy t delivered some hundred years 


Josephus. + Dan. 


(44,3 - 
before it happened, at a time when such 
an event could not have been conceived 

possible by human foresight, as to in- 
_ duce him to confess that the prophecy 
had the correctness of a history written 
after the event. Our Saviour had spoken 
of the destruction of their Temple in a 
manner that fully corresponds with the 
relation given of it by historians. The 
afflictions of which he had forewarned 
the Jews to be then expected, are fre- 
quently mentioned by the same writers 
that they should be persecuted in every 
country; that many should be put to 
death; that false prophets should rise up 


amongst them have been all literally 
fulfilled. 


| It is not the design of a gene- . 
ral essay to collect all the passages 
that might be quoted from the scrip- 
tures relative to what has befallen the 


Jews in their depression, or to point out 
the coincidence of all the typical repre- 
sentations given of their future fortunes. 
The most remarkable have been ar | 
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noticed. Many others, not so distinctly 
expressed, as to be understood probably 
at the time they were first written, strike 


us now with a strong sense of the allu- 
sion contained in them to what has 
taken place. It may, however, be gene- 
rally observed upon them all, that they 

related to an event the most remarkable 


in the history of this people; which has 


been noticed by historians of different 
nations, of different ages, and of all 
persuasions. We ourselves witness the 


fallen state and sufferings of that once 
honoured people, and may, in the rem- 


nant that yet remains, trace the relics 
of all that we are told of their ancient 
state and institutions. Historical facts 
may be supposed to lose something of - 
their credit by length of time, but the 
circumstances to which these prophecies 
allude, the dispersion and persecution 


of the Jews, acquire additional consi- 
deration from the length of this conti- 


nuance. To us these prophecies carry 
more weight than in the times imme 


diately Succeeding the dispersion, and 


CW] 

to posterity they will, if possible, be 
gradually acquiring greater consider- 
r r e 


4 | One circumstance is particularly de- 
serving of notice, the uninterrupted 
continuance of this dispersion notwith- _ 
standing the attempts that have been 
made to put an end to it. A Roman 
Emperor is said to have been miracu- 
lously defeated in a design to restore 
the Jews to their ancient state. The 
Jews themselves have endeavoured, by 
frequent conspiracies, to regain their 
country and revive the former worship. 
But this blow designed upon the credit 
of Christianity has been always averted. 
Their conspiracies have fallen to nothing; 
and this people seem now wearied of all 
attempts to restore themselves by their 
oven endeavours, to wait patiently the 
coming of their deliverer, whom they 
look for in their expected Messiah. — 
Their state, however, since the time of 
Christ affords us good reason for be- 


lieving that these expectations will be 
disappointed, and that the Messiah is 
already come. — The Jews were long 
the chosen people of God, and even 
after they had repeatedly offended him 
by almost every crime, he never long 
forsook them, but after a slight chas- 
tisement always renewed his favour, — 
They had been guilty of idolatry, they 
had forgot his laws and his sabbaths, 


yet after the punishment of a few years 


captivity he again restored them to their 
country, and continued to honour them 
with the distinction of being his pecu- 
liar people. What heinous offences more 
grievous than any they had before com- 
mitted have they been guilty of since 
their return from their captivity, that 
his displeasure should have continued 
now above seventeen Centuries, greater 
than he had ever before shewn towards 
them? He appears to have entirely 
abandoned them to every disgrace and 
persecution. Vet, unless we suppose 
them to have been the murderers of the 
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Messiah, they do not appear to have 
deserved so severe a chastisement for 
any offence they were guilty of since 


captivity. They were from that time 


till their dispersion scrupulously ob- 
servant of the law; they had not been 
guilty of idolatry, or neglected any 
ritual institution; ; and however they 
might be wanting in all the essential 
, principles of morality, they do not ap- 
pear to have been guilty of any of those 
offences of the law for which their fathers 
had been so frequently punished, and 
which, before the promulgation of the 
Christian doctrines, were what were 
most strictly forbidden. The severe 
marks of displeasure which they have 
| borne now for so many ages, must have 
been occasioned by some offence more 
grievous than any we can Conceive them 
to have committed, except the one for 
which we believe them to suffer, the rejec- 
tion and crucifixion of their Messiah. 
It was for this crime that it was foretold 
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| they hula: suffer all manner of afflie- 


tion, and ( judging / from their former 


offences) it is this only which can seem 


to require $0 severe a punishment as 


they have endured. At the death of 


our Saviour his persecutors imprecated 


his blood upon themselves and upon 
their children, and to their behaviour 
upon that occasion, what their poste- 
rity have since suffered may well be 
attributed. The offended dignity of our 
Lord must be atoned for by a punish- 
ment made signal to the world and a 
lasting example to mankind. It was 


not fit that a people who had committed 
this crime should be continued i in pros- 
perity; that their cities and their altars 
should have been allowed to stand, or 


that they should have been counted 
among the nations of the Earth — But 
further evidence may yet be drawn of 
our religion from the dispersion of the 
Jews, and particularly from the destruc- 
tion of their temple. The glory of this | 
temple it was foretold should be greater 


TT * 4 
than of chat which was dedicated by 
Solomon, in which was daily manifested 
in a peculiar manner the presence of 
God. It was universally understood 
among the Jews before our Saviour's 
appearance, both from this promise and 
from other prophecies, that the Messiah 
should honour his second temple by his 


Vn, presence, and thereby render it more 


glorious than the first. The destruce- 
tion of this building makes it impossible 
that this should now be performed, if 
the Messiah be yet to come. This 
temple had indeed before been nearly 
destroyed, and raised anew almost from 


the foundations; but from some cir- 


cumstances, the same materials being 
employed, the same ground, or, perhaps, 
more particularly from the building not 
all being at one time pulled down, but 
some parts always suffered to stand 

whilst others were undergoing the alter- 
ations, it had not been considered as 
rebuilt, but only repaired. The new 
building was still in the common lan- 
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guage of me day stiled the — 
temple, and was with much propriety, 
or at least agreeably with general cus- 
tom and language, esteemed the same 
building as what had been erected by 
Ezra. But at the destruction of the 


City by the Romans, the temple was 
totally destroyed, its foundations are 


lost and another building is erected upon 
its site. No future erection can ever 
be entitled to the honours promised to 


the second temple, nor can the prophecy 


that Christ should honour this with his 
presence ever now be fulfilled if it has 


not been so already. 


The dispersion of the Jews is attended 


with another circumstance, which renders 


it impossible that the Messiah should 
now come in the manner it was re- 
quired. He was to be descended of the 
family of David, and was to belong to a 


particular tribe. Since their dispersion 
the Jews have neglected to preserve 


their tribes distinct, or to pay any at- 
tention to the registers of families. It 


e T. 


„ 
wasld be impossible how; thing; now to 
say, who are the descendants of David, 
from whom Christ particularly claimed 
the inheritance of the kingdom of Judea. 
Would there not too be something ab- 


surd, something unbecoming the dignity 5 


of this great personage to appear now as 
heir to a kingdom which b. W Since, 
been extinct? + ) 3d. 8; 


„Leb us, won w briefly review the subject, 


and sum up the evidence afforded to our 


religion, from the fortunes of the Jews 
since the time of the Messiah. Their 
1 dispersion, and the ruin of their state, 
have made it impossible, that all the 
prophecies, relative to the Messiah, 
should ever be fulfilled in a future per- 
son. The preservation of a remnant of 
this people has served to guard the an- 


cient scriptures from being lost or cor- 
rupted, (for these they have always pre- 
served with the most religious care;) and 
serves now as a living testimony to the 
truth of what we read concerning their 

C 2 


'( £6 ) 
ancient institutions and state. Many 
circumstances which had deen torch; 

both by the ancient prophets and by the 
Christian preachers concerning this peo- 
ple, have occurred since the death of 
our Saviour, and are entitled to parti- 
cular consideration on account of the 
way by which our knowledge of them 
has been acquired. Most of the pro- 
7 phecies, which God had vouchsafed to 
the Jews, and which had been- fulfilled 
before the time of our Saviour, are to be 
found only in the records of that nation 
to whom, they had been granted, and —— 
whom alone they immediately con 
cerned. Whereas what had been fore: 
told concerning them after that period, 
1 | either by their own prophets, or by the 
Christian preachers, related to events 
Which all have known and which them 
IN 8elves cannot deny. The opposition too 
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which the Jews have always made to 
Christianity, and which it has overcome 
without any other power than that of 
= its own forcible evidence, is no small 
| confirmation of its truth. The Chris- 


— 


N ( 
judices of every people to whom they 
were addressed, and particularly of the 


Jews, who must have known, and would 


certainly have been ready to bring for- 
Ward, any circumstance that could e F 
tended aol theo het 1199 54 
"Whither wh disbelief 8 | diapersion ; 
of the Jews were necessary to the evi- 
dence of Christianity, whether it might 
not without these have been sufficiently 
supported by the other r we have 
of it, is a question which it would be 
impossible to determine; but when we 
consider the wide field that would then 
have been left to its adversaries, and the 
diligence with which they have always 
seized the smallest opening for dispute, 
we may, I chink, be justified in presum- 
ing, that we should have had consider- 
able difficulty in the contest. The 
history of the Jews would, perhaps, first 
have been called allegorical, and then 
fictitious. The fabric of Christianity 
might soon have tottered had its foun- 
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dations' net been better guarded. It 18 
impossible to see all the advantages that 


miglit have been made of such a circum- 
stance by disputants, Whose ingenuity 
can distort every trifle into an objection. 
We know not how formidable might have 
been their opposition on a ground which 


they have not been permitted to essay. 


A secondary consideration, suggested 


2 by the present state of the Jews is, the 

certainty that God will execute the 
punishments which he has threatened to 
sinners. When he has not spared his 


chosen race, we can haue no ground to 
hope that he will spare others contrary 
to Justice. The sufferings of this af- 
flicted people are an awful indication of 


the hand of God constantly guiding the 


affairs of the world, and are a lesson 40 


all offenders of the folly of cherishing a 
hope that they shall escape the e 


ment of their e crimes. 


Before we conclude this subject it 
may, perhaps, not be improper to take 


= 


1 


notice of an 1 that has been 
made to the deduction of any evidence 
in favour: of Christianity from the dis- 
persion of the Jews. — The Gypsies, it 
has been said, are in a situation 80me- 
what similar. — Grant their situation to 
have been exactly similar, — what could 
be inferred? — The destruction of Jeru- 
i salem and of the temple is a proof of. 
Christianity but many cities and many 
temples have been destroyed. The 
death of our Saviour, and the sufferings 
of his followers are a proof — but many 
have suffered both by death and by other 
atflictions. The Jews came from Egypt 
into Canaan, they expelled the inhabi- 
tants and possessed the country, they 
were governed by kings and magistrates, 


they were conquered and made captive, 
were restored and became more powerful 


than before, were again conquered and 


expelled their country. The evidence 


ol our religion is principally drawn from 
the fortunes of this people, yet other 
nations have had as great revolutions, 


other nations have migrated, have con- 
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| quereddands; have: tide expelled; This 


does not lessen the evidenbe of our xeli« 
gion; nor does it that other nations 
_ Shquld-Tesemble the Jews in their dis- 
persion; any more than that they” Should 
in conquest, in captivity, or in any other 
revolutions. The fortunes of the Jews 
considered simply, and not as connected 
with prophecies, with types; with reli- 
gion, would be less remarkable than the 
fortunes of Rome; would (except in a 
few circumstances) deserve no very par- 
ticular consideration. It is not neces- 
sary here to point out in what the situ- 
ation of the Gypsies differs from that of 
the Jews, The objection drawn from it 
to Christianity must be as futile and ab- 
surd, as objections would be if drawn 
from the similarity of an y other event in 
the Jewish history, with one that bad 
: pecurred to any other Pee bod: att 
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